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I probably should have taken up this topic first, but let’s now think about the word “theology”.  If you have young children I encourage you to continually bring them up with proper theology so that they will build upon a firm foundation.  Some people have a negative reaction to theology saying that all they need is Jesus.  But the first question has to be: “which Jesus?”  
2Cor 11:4 “For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”

And as soon as one gets into thinking about the person of Jesus one is into theology.  [BTW, we need to know that Paul is speaking very sarcastically here when he says “you bear this beautifully”.]
From a dictionary we find the definition of theology to be “the study of religious faith”, or “the study of God and of God's relation to the world”.  Certainly the second is more fastidious and indicates why we need to know some theology.  We must know the God whom we worship and we must have some understanding of how God interacts in the world.  I named my ministry “Living Theology” because theology is for living, not just for intellectual rewards.  I am a Christian, which means that I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.  As we saw last week, we are to die to ourselves daily as we learn more about how to walk in this world as a temple of God.  Learning theology is not an option.  
In my letter on apologetics we read the following:
1Peter 3:15 “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”
We took this scripture verse as a command to be an apologist but it also is a command to learn theology for we become ready to make a defense to everyone by studying about God and His interaction with the world.  We also have the command of Jesus to His disciples:
Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
We are not just to learn theology ourselves; we are to also teach it to fellow Christians.  God causes people to be born again and we are commanded to make disciples of these new Christians.  Making disciples means teaching them about God and His interaction with the world and that is theology!  

Studying theology is then to be a joyful occasion.  I love studying about God and how He interacts with the world.  When we really love someone we want to know all about that person and how we can please him/her and when that person is God our desire to learn increases exponentially.  We only have a short time here and we should make the most of it by studying about our God as much as possible.  Of course just learning about God is not enough; we must also put into practice what we learn.  What a treat!
We recently attended the Ligonier conference in Orlando, FL.  The theme of the conference was “Bought with a Price” and concentrated on the current status of the visible church.  The conference was invigorating and one driving thought that came into my mind is how short a time we have here and the huge amount of that time that I waste every day.  Jesus gave us the method to use to make the most of our time here:

Matt 6:33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”

Every day I should be more aware of my role as a walking temple of God, more aware of ways that I can carry my cross, and more aware of a driven ambition to learn more about the God Who caused me to be born again into one of His children.  Many years ago one of my pastors told me that I was one of a few people that he had met who really thought theologically.  I do not say that to brag about myself but to emphasize the importance of such a “worldview” and that people should notice that we do look at the world differently from most people.  [I anticipate talking about “worldview” later.]  His comment was one action that caused me to call my ministry “Living Theology”.  I pray that all of you will understand the importance of all God’s children having a living theology as the focal point of their thought patterns.
I pray that all of us will awaken each day with a prayer to ask God to help us become more aware of the importance of understanding more about our loving Father.  

In Christ,

Leon

